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HORSE MOVEMENT RESTRICTION TO COME INTO EFFECT ON 1 FEBRUARY 2016 

29 January 2016 

A ban on the direct movement of horses into the Western Cape’s African Horse Sickness (AHS) 

Controlled Area zones comes into effect on Monday (1 February 2016). 

Alan Winde, Minister of Economic Opportunities, said the movement restrictions meant that all 

horses entering the province’s AHS Controlled Area would spend 14 days at a stop-quarantine 

facility. 

"We need to protect our status as an African Horse Sickness free zone. The high risk AHS 

season is from 1 February to 30 June. In order to manage the risk, all horses entering the 

province during these months will be held at an approved facility for a minimum of 14 days. 

“After this period, they will be tested to prove they are free of AHS. This test will take place at a 

lab approved by the National Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. The horses will 

be then able to enter the Western Cape’s AHS Controlled Area.” 

Minister Winde added that according to the AHS Control Policy: Movement Control Protocol, all 

horses entering the AHS Controlled Area, from an AHS Infected Zone, must have been 

vaccinated within the past two years and not less than 40 days prior to entry. 

The Standard Operating Procedure for AHS Stop-Over Quarantine follow on the next pages. 

(A list of Stop Over Quarantine facilities can be obtained from Danielle Pienaar, 082 936 3604, 

danielle.pienaar1@gmail.com) 
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Nora-Jean (NJ) Freeman on behalf of Equine Health Fund – nfreeman@witshealth.co.za 


